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SUBJECT:  Patient Allergy Identification and Labeling

PURPOSE

To ensure patient safety and avoid administration of or contact
with known allergens, it is necessary for all healthcare personnel to
understand the significance of the red allergy wristband.

POLICY

All inpatients with known allergies will wear a red allergy
wristband identifying drug, contact (e.g., natural rubber latex), and
contrast media allergies, and food allergies associated with
anaphylaxis.

PROCEDURES

1. Upon admission, a registered nurse (RN) assesses the patient
for allergies and validates all identified allergies with the
physician.

2. The RN documents identified allergies in MIS or in the progress
notes.  For inpatients, a Sensitivity/Allergy label is placed on
the front of the patient's chart and Medical Record folder.  For
outpatients, only the Medical Record folder will be labeled.

3. The RN writes the identified allergies on the red allergy
wristband insert, and places the band on the patient (inpatients
only).
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4. The red allergy wristband is applied in addition to the
admission identification band and any other applicable
wristbands.

5. Hospital personnel noting a red allergy wristband should take
any steps necessary to protect the patient from exposure to
possible allergens.

6. Healthcare personnel who become aware of a possible patient
allergy that has not previously been noted should contact the
patient's primary nurse, whose name can be found in MIS.


